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June 8, 2005

To Representatiye Bill Thomas

As you prepare for your initial consideration of the Central American Free Trado Agreement
{CAFTA) with the nations of Central Axerioa and the Dominican Republic, I want to express my strong
suppoit for this progressive move. From a trade perspeotive, this will help both the United States and

Central America.

" Some 80 percent of Central America's exports to the T1.S. axe slready duty free, so they will be
opening their markets to U.S, gxports more then we will for their remaining products, Independent studies
indicate that U.S, inconies will rise by over $135 biltion and those in Central Americs by some $5 billion.
New jobs will be created in Central Amnérics, and labor standards are likely to improve a8 a result of

CAFTA.

Sortie improvements could be iiade in the trade bill, particularly on the labor protection side, but,
more importantly, our own pafional security and hemispherjo influence will be enhanced with improved
stability, democracy, and development in our poor, fragile neighbors in Central America and the
Caribbean. Dusing my presidetiey and now at The Carter Center, I have been dedicated to the promation
of democracy and stability in the region. From the negotiation of the Panama Canal Treaties and the
championing of huroan rights at 4 tlme when the region suffered under military dictatorships to the
monitoring of g number of free elections in the reglon, Central America has been 2 major foous pf'my

attention.

There now are democratically eleoted governments in each of the countries covered by CAFTA,
In negotiating thds agreement, the presidents of each of the six nations had to contend with theis own
companies that fear competition with U.S, firms, They have put their credibility on the line, not only with
this trade agrecment but more broadly by promating niarket reforms that bave been urged for decades by
1.S. presidents of both parties. I the U.S. Congress werg to torn its back on CAFTA, it would undercut
these frapile democracies, campel them {o refreat to protectionism, and make §t harder for them to

cooperate with the U.8.

' For the first time ever, we have a chance to reinforce democtaties in the reglon. This is the
mormetit to raove forward and 10 help those leaders that want t6 modernize and humanizs their countries.
Moreover, stcong economies in the region are the best antidote 1o illega] jmmigration from the region.

" 1 appreciste your consideration of my views and hope tligy will be helpful in yotr important
deliberations,

Smcerely,
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